
June 2012

NEWSLETTER
President’s Message:

I am finally getting back in the MMM “saddle” after some semi-down-time. I love Mountain
Meadows, the story, the history, our wagon train people and each one’s unique life--and I LOVE
working with it. I will do it until I can no longer make a positive contribution. I retire from the State of
Missouri next year, so if you could bear with me just a while longer, I will have much more time.
Dealing with Mountain Meadows has been one of the hardest, most painfully blessed things I’ve done
in my life.
           I encourage you to become more active by writing news articles and setting up booths at your
local fairs and events.   We have purchased a projector and are preparing a presentation of pictures,
wherein our members can check it out and speak to groups about our Mountain Meadows History.

If the Board is agreeable, I suggest we prepare cards with our website address and our
Officers’ contact information and banners and fliers with information about our organization for our
members to use in furthering our story.

There is nothing new to report on the Cottam property.  The LDS Church advises that this is
another part of the killing field---most likely where the women and older children were murdered and
buried along with the wounded who were in that first wagon. The property is now a farm privately
owned by the Cottam family of St. George, Utah located on Highway 18 (east side), north of the
recently dedicated site of the men and older boys’ mass burial. After visiting the property, I am firmly
convinced there are several graves there. Many victims’ family members, myself included, report
having a “special feeling” the first time visiting one of these graves.

I go on record that I NEVER want any of these graves disturbed.  As a direct-kin to the victims,
I requested that the Cottam family give our organization a large rock hewn with a cross, almost
identical to the one found on the Burgess property. This rock is now ours, but remains at the site. Mrs.
Cottam, the head of this family, died some time ago. We were told that her death would trigger the
sale of this land to the LDS church. So far, this has not happened.

We have been working diligently to thwart the attempts of TWO power lines through the middle
of the Mountain Meadows Massacre Valley. To date, we have attended every meeting dealing with
the Sigurd-Red Butte (the first one, that still has not made final decisions about its route) and the
Trans West Company, which is the second. To date, only two meetings have been held for the Trans
West and we’ve attended both. Usually, “attendance” consists of phoning in to the meeting.  If you
would be able to participate in any of these phone meetings, please email me and let me know.

We remain vigilant and are actively fighting for the Mountain Meadows Valley to be kept
peaceful and serene.  I spoke to one of my Arkansas U.S. Senators about the need for a permanent
solution---a LAW at the federal level that will protect the valley from such encroachment attempts.
The Mountain Meadows Valley must be permanently removed as a designation for the “Utility
Corridor.” This designation should never have happened many, many years ago and this is where our
problems began. National Historic Landmark designation will certainly help us.  As (hopefully) a law is
drafted and presented, we will need to mount a campaign of massive letter-writing, e-mails, phone
calls and even personal visits to our political representatives who have control over this. There are
serious threats to the sanctity and peaceful atmosphere of the Mountain Meadows Massacre site.
We will need everyone to get involved in this.  Fortunately, these things are very slow-moving and we
have time to devise a strategy to win. Your input and offers of help are essential to our success!
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We decided that our annual meeting this year will be in April, 2013 in Northwest Arkansas.
Plans are in the early stages right now, but I’m tentatively thinking the 3rd or 4th weekend of April,
close to the time our wagon train left.  It might be refreshing to reflect more on our people, their
excitement and preparations for their journey, instead of the massacre itself.  We need volunteers to
help. I think a tour of areas around Harrison and Berryville would be good. If you have ideas and
things you would like to see done at our annual meeting, please let me know. Send me your ideas!
Make plans to come and bring your family stories, pictures, crafts, books, movies--or whatever your
interest is—to display at booths or tables.  Bring items for sale, if you would like.  Would you like to
have a “Pioneer Day” at Beller Spring or Carrollton with local artisans showing how-tos from 1857
times?  Would you like a day to visit Branson, Eureka Springs, etc? Let me know your thoughts.
Email is the best way to communicate with me these days. Pat.norris1502@gmail.com.    We may
“shake it up a little bit” and give a small memento of the weekend instead of our usual door prizes. I
always feel bad that everyone doesn’t get a gift.  Let me or Cheri know what you can do to help with
the meeting.

We have all sorts of jobs in our organization that need YOU. We need help with genealogy, our
web site and the planning committee for our annual meeting and special events. We also need help
gathering information relating to our families, answering and responding to e-mails and questions and
political correspondence. This organization is for YOU. Everyone’s involvement will insure our
continued success and growth.  I would love to see EVERY family actively involved!!

 I love and appreciate you all!!
 Patty Lou pat.norris1502@gmail.com

MY ROAD TO MOUNTAIN MEADOWS

Is a compilation of family stories that has come down through your family,  or your insight and
involvement in your families’ history with Mountain Meadows.   We have a few stories so far, but we
want to include YOURS!  We need a volunteer who is willing to keep track of them and keep them
safe until we have enough to put into our “FAMILY HISTORY” book, which will be by and for the
Families of the Mountain Meadows Massacre Victims. We’re hoping this will give unique insight into
our own histories  by learning from one another.    If you want to help with this project, send your
information to our Secretary,  Sharon Champlin: SLChamplin@cox.com

Baker Family Descendants Donald Ray Baker, Janet
Baker Passow, June Honiker, Janie Isaacs & Cheri Baker
Walker at NHL Ceremony September 11, 2012

Each MMMD Member who attended the NHL
Ceremony received this plaque.  Bob & Cheri Baker
Walker had them made in Amarillo, Texas.
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PHONE MEETING WITH LDS LEADERSHIP

Some of us had a phone meeting with several LDS leaders on April 19 th.  Those calling in
were:  Billy Hightower, Randy Baker, me, Cheri Walker, Beverly Burnett, and Rose Nell Burnett.
Those attending from the LDS church were: Marlin Jensen, Richard Turley, Kent Hinckley, Reid
Nielson, Tim Bawdin, Steven Snow and Marcus Nash. We had an informative meeting and everything
on my list to ask them was addressed:

VANDALISM at the site: The brass plaque has been stolen that was placed over the vault in 1999
wherein we buried 29 of our people. I have requested a theft/vandalism report be made with the
Washington County Sheriff’s Office.

NHL signage:   The National Historic Landmark signs have not been put up.

Cottam Property:  Nothing new to report, still working with the family.

Security at the site:  We discussed possibly placing web cams at several sites. We need to research
how this could be accomplished and what expense there might be for this project. Possibly placing
large lights at the site and hiring security personnel for night patrols would help. (We didn’t discuss
this, it’s just an after-thought.) Possibly restricting access to daytime hours only and placing large,
locking gates at site.

The MONUMENT TO THE TEN: There is a need to place this monument---which was voted on ten
years ago,  plans approved, etc----but was never acted upon.   I am told this might be done this
summer; however, I believe we will have to pursue this much more.   This is an important monument
because the remains of the ten who died in the initial siege are in the field north of the main
monument. It was so important to our people that they refused to leave their campsite (at the
encouraging of the white-flag carrying devils who promised them safety) until they buried them. We
must see this project through.

I requested a face-to-face meeting at Mountain Meadows with some of the LDS individuals
responsible for care and protection of the site. Anyone who would like to attend this meeting, keep
watching the web site. It will hopefully be in July or August of this year. As soon as we get a firm date,
I will post it there!

The Brass Plaque that sat directly over the buried
bones has been stolen. The plaque was located
directly behind the short stone column pictured,
in the left corner of the monument area.
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REMAINS AND DNA TESTING

Our “Idaho Lady” is safe and preliminary DNA has been done.  You will remember that the
testing done so far, as well as examination by Utah forensic scientists and University of Arkansas
forensics all agree this lady could be one of ours.  We are currently waiting on our Forensic
Pathologist to return from an extended trip overseas. We will delve into possible nuclear DNA
procedures to see if we can learn more about her.

I know there is a lot of property from our wagon train out there  “somewhere” and-- we want it
returned!!  This includes documents and body parts. There is no Statute of Limitations on murder and
we’re not playing “finders-keepers”.  A year or so ago, I came across an article wherein the FBI got
involved in some thefts from Geronimo’s grave. It was a crime then and it’s a crime now for anyone to
hold items from the Mountain Meadows Massacre. Anything stolen from our people belongs to the
families!   Problem is, unless they turn it over willingly, it will be very difficult to prove it came from that
wagon train and it’s victims.

On that note, many of you have completed a Limited Affidavit for our organization to
legally document your direct lineal or next-of-kin status to the massacre victims.  We did these some
time ago to show our support and to claim that legally the bones and graves of the victims belong to
us, their direct descendants or next-of-kin. No one else can legally lay claim to them; not the LDS
church, other organizations or individuals who are not direct descendants.  These other groups have
tried to make such a claim-----as has been done previously with the Idaho Lady—without success.  I
keep these affidavits in a notebook where no one has access to them but me.  NO ONE will ever be
given access to them, except by strict limitation to the landowners (viewing only) for our Claim of
Proof.   (I have worked in the legal system as a court reporter for over 28 years and I take this very
seriously) If you have not filled out a Limited Affidavit and would like to to show your support for our
organization’s right of legacy in matters relating to your relatives buried at Mountain Meadows, shoot
me an email and I will send you the one-page Form. Pat.norris1502@gmail.com.

From the President’s Desk
MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MASSACRE DESCENDANTS--

UNIQUE OR ONE OF THE CROWD??

We continue to be aggravated and embarrassed by individuals and groups claiming to have
legal rights to our ancestors’ bones and burial concerns--where they have none.  I can say, “I’m
Queen Elizabeth,” but that doesn’t make it so! Most recently is a Washington Post article dated May
20th-- http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/mitt-romneys-mormon-faith-tangles-with-a-quirk-of-arkansas-
history/2012/05/20/gIQAKHVFeU_story.html.  This article is personally humiliating and embarrassing to
me. The “MMM family representative” in the interview paints our immediate ancestors as ill-
mannered, boozing do-no-goods, and for what?  Personal glorification of a few whose only driving
force has proven to be media attention and personal recognition---who have blatantly stated “this is
OUR time.”   I would point out--none of these aggrandizing actions have ever been done by direct
descendants of the MMM victims. We will protect the memory and honor of the decent, law-abiding
families who were not only slaughtered and degraded, but now are subjected to this continuing
subterfuge from facades.

 The LDS Church has often referred to the “three Descendant Organizations.” However, when I
have requested proof of such a claim, I have always been put off in one way or another.  Make no
mistake, the Mountain Meadows Massacre Descendants organization is the One and Only Voice of
The Descendants--and WE CAN PROVE IT.  We make no false claims.
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Our VP, Randy Baker, has suggested we prepare a “Position Paper” which declares our
position and our standing. This Paper will be delivered to the LDS Church who, as landowners, are
responsible for working with the direct lineal and next-of-kin descendants in making appropriate
decisions concerning the burial sites.

MMMD PROJECTS*
-New Website at www.mtnmeadowsmassacredescendants.com. Until we’ve moved
all data over to the new site, the old site is still operational at www.mtn-meadows-massacre-descendants.com
-Beller Spring Re-enactment Weekend
-White Cross Memorial
-Upper Graves Found and Appropriately Marked
-Pathway our Ancestors took out of their Campsite to killing fields---walked together. Possible
permanent  trail in the future
-Worked for over 4 yrs, through emails, letters, trips & phone calls in support of National Historic
Landmark
-Proposed Federal Law to be put in place to permanently protect Valley
-Collection of “My Road to Mountain Meadows” for families
-Security at Massacre Site; web cams, lighting,  etc.
-Possible MMM Museum or Info Center in Arkansas
-Cottam Property graves marked and preserved
-Pursuing Artifacts and Remains to be returned and identified
-Preparation and Maintenance of “Information Kit” for our Members to utilize in educating the public
-Possible purchase and stocking of a full sized covered wagon for education of public as to what was
needed to sustain a family on a multi-thousand mile trek
-Continued efforts to keep the Valley safe, beautiful and serene without encroachment threat

*Some of these projects are discussed in other parts of this newsletter.

Two views of the new monument dedicated to the men and boys massacred by the
Mormons on Sept. 11, 1857. Less than a mile northeast of this area is where we believe
the remains of some women, children and injured men from the 1st wagon are buried.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Membership Application
This application is available online on our website
http://mtnmeadowsmassacredescendants.com/mmmd-organization/mmmd-membership/ or you can
“snail-mail” this application to Cheri Baker Walker at P.O. Box 1704, Amarillo, TX  79105.

Please type or print clearly and send with your annual dues.
2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES - $25.00 (Dues expire 12-31-12)

Name:_______________________________________ Today’s Date:___________

Address: _____________________________________ Street number & Street

___________________________(city)  _______(state) ______________ (zip code)

Phone (home) _____-_______-_______  (cell) _____-_______-________

Email: __________________________@______________________________

Connection to wagon train:
Direct Descendant or Collateral Descendant (circle 1 if known)

Name of known ancestor:____________________________________________


