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NEWSLETTER

President’s Message:

     NEXT ANNUAL MEETING -- SEPTEMBER,  2014, IN UTAH!

I encourage everyone to become more active by writing news articles and setting up booths at
your local fairs and events. Local papers are usually willing to do a story. The Carroll County paper
recently ran a wonderful article about our organization, including a picture. The reporter, Catherine
Krummey, has given us permission to link to the article in the Carroll County News. Go to
http://www.carrollconews.com/story/2013484.html to read the article.

Many, many years ago, the Mountain Meadows were designated as a “Utility Corridor.” This
designation has caused us many problems with proposed power lines. The construction and
maintenance of massive power lines constitute a serious threat to the sanctity and peaceful
atmosphere of the Mountain Meadows Massacre site. The Mountain Meadows Valley should not be a
“Utility Corridor.”  We continue to fight diligently for the burial sites of our ancestors. This has proven
to be a time-consuming, tedious process, but we remain vigilant and committed. Your input and help
are essential to our success! Many of you have written letters in this regard. Thank you! We have
many projects in progress as well as the power line issues. (You can keep informed best by regularly
visiting the BLM.gov web site)

  There is a drainage issue at the main monument site. We are in close contact with LDS site
managers and there will be steps taken to correct the problem in Spring, 2014. We intend to have
direct descendants on site for any disturbance of the burial/gravesite areas.

Our annual MMMD gathering held in Carroll County Arkansas was a big success!  At our
closed meeting, we made two changes to our ByLaws:  (1) We added the position of Parliamentarian
to the MMMD Board. Billy Hightower was elected to this position. (2) We added the rule that any
Board Member who has not paid annual dues by April 1st of each year relinquishes his position on
the Board and will be replaced.

Our next annual meeting of the Mountain Meadows Massacre Descendants, will take place in
St. George, Utah, in September, 2014, at the Best Western Abbey Inn and Convention Center. We
hope to attend a dedication at that time of the “MONUMENT TO THE TEN”. (For the first ten who
were killed in the initial siege. Members of the wagon train refused to leave their campsite---for the
death march---before burying these ten.) This monument is just now being built, even though all
MMM interested groups AND the LDS Church Leadership approved this some twelve years ago!
We (MMMD) have been requesting this for the past 3 years or more. ALSO, there will be a
monument on the far upper site, formerly the Cottam Property, where the women, older girls and
injured are buried. We have requested these projects be completed for dedication by September
11th.    Watch our web sites and the Spring Newsletter for additional information. In this regard, please
plan to stay in SW Utah for several days. We have many activities in the works for that week!
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Direct Descendants of the two wagon train captains, Cheri Walker, Donald Baker, Chris
Horsfield and I, traveled to Salt Lake City in early September to meet with LDS Leadership to once
again go over concerns for the future care and maintenance of the site. We hand-delivered the “Letter
in Perpetuity” that many signed in which we requested the LDS Church Leadership put in writing their
commitment to the permanent care, protection and maintenance of the massacre/burial sites. We
also requested that the little button collection that has been “on loan” to the Carroll County Historical
Society from the LDS Church be released from any “presumptive ownership” the church has on them.
The little buttons were unearthed in 1999 during the construction of the main monument. These
artifacts, as well as any remains unearthed in the future, belong to the direct lineal descendants of the
MMM Victims, according to our attorney who thoroughly researched this issue. You, as direct
and collateral descendants of the MMM Victims need to get more involved in helping right some of
the wrongs done in the past. We are awaiting a response from them.

Hope to see you in Utah September, 2014! Remember, this is YOUR organization and YOU
need to give input into what we do. We are the only voice those victims have!

                                                                                -Patty Norris, President of MMMD

………………………………..…………………………………………………

Annual MMMD Meeting Held in Harrison, Arkansas April 2013

By Billy and Kenny Hightower

The annual meeting of the Mountain Meadows Massacre Descendants (MMMD) was held in

Harrison, Arkansas at the Quality Inn Convention Center on Friday, April 19th, 2013. The MMMD

members are made up of Descendants and families of those who lost their lives in the 1857 Mountain

Meadows Massacre and the goal of the organization is to protect and preserve the final resting place

of our ancestors buried there.

The MMMD Board and Advisory Board members met at 4pm and the business meeting came

to order under the direction of Patty Norris, President of the MMMD.  Patty gave a warm welcome to

all in attendance and spoke about the strength of the MMMD and the impact it has had at the

Mountain Meadows site.  Patty also spoke of the proposed power line issues facing the meadows.

Cheri Baker Walker, Treasurer, gave an overview of the organization’s financial status and Sharon

Champlin, Secretary, took notes of the business proceedings.  Patty made a motion to add a

Parliamentary position on the Board; the motion was seconded and was carried by a majority.  Billy

Hightower was nominated and elected to fill this position.

The regular MMMD open meeting was held at 6pm.  Door prizes were given and refreshments
were served to everyone in attendance.  Patty Norris hosted the meeting and introduced guest
speakers Richard E. Turley (American Historian and Genealogist, and the Assistant Church Historian
of the LDS Church), Jenny Lund (Director, Historic Sites Division, Church History Department, LDS
Church) and Benjamin Pykles (Historic Sites Curator, LDS Church History Department).  Well known
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historian, author and writer Will Bagley was introduced and he reflected on the ancestral history of a
few emigrants on the wagon train, along with the promotion of his latest books dealing with the 1857
massacre of the Baker–Fancher wagon train at Mountain Meadows, Utah.  Cheri Baker Walker
narrated a video clip of their 1996 trip to the Mountain Meadows site where the old 1932 rock cairn
and surrounding rock wall was still in existence.  Billy Hightower spoke about his journey to Mountain
Meadows.

On Saturday the 20th at 9am, Judge Roger V. Logan (historian, author, and retired Baxter

County Circuit Judge) gave a guided walking tour of the old John Twitty “Captain Jack” Baker

homestead. John was the leader of the wagon train which became known to many as “the Baker

Train”.  At 10am the MMMD gathered at Beller Springs where the ill-fated wagon train assembled and

began its journey to California.  The weather was absolutely beautiful and everyone thoroughly

enjoyed the festivities and fellowship.  A chuck wagon, reminiscent of those used on the 1857 wagon

train, was set up at the site and the aroma of campfire cooking filled the air.  A tent was also set up

containing tables and chairs for everyone’s comfort and dining.  Patty Norris welcomed everyone and

introduced several speakers, beginning with Judge Roger Logan who gave us some insight as to

what parts of the surrounding communities people on the wagon train came from and a general

makeup of the wagon train.  Donald Ray Baker gave us some history of the Baker family and Billy

Hightower gave his Rush family history.  Benjamin Pykles of the LDS Church talked about his coming

to know about the 1857 Mountain Meadows Massacre and how he has become involved in the

preservation of the site.

At noon, everyone had lunch from the chuck wagon which was preceded in prayer by Judge

Roger Logan.  A delicious Dutch oven meal of pinto beans, cornbread and dessert consisting of

strawberry rhubarb and peach cobbler was prepared and served by the chuck wagon Cooks.  While

enjoying lunch under the tent, everyone was entertained by the exciting and talented gospel

bluegrass group, the Sherman Mountain Boys.  Afterwards, Russell P. Baker (Genealogical Lecturer,

Writer, Researcher and retired Archivist of the Arkansas History Commission from Mabelvale,

Arkansas) spoke on the history of the land and the people of Northern Arkansas in the 1800s.  Judge

Roger Logan followed with an interesting talk about the emigrants of the 1857 wagon train, their

preparations for the long journey to California, tools and supplies they would have carried on their

wagons and the types of wagons used on the trip.

At the end of the evening at Beller Springs, Patty Norris had everyone form a prayer circle with

hands held and Kenny Hightower led us in the song Amazing Grace.  Later that afternoon several

assembled at the Western Sizzlin restaurant in Harrison for a buffet dinner.

What an exciting weekend of family fun, fellowship and history we had at Harrison and Beller

Springs.  We want to thank Patty Norris and Cheri Walker for all their efforts in making the weekend

an excitable and enjoyable one for everyone.

………………………………..………………………………………………..
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          MMMD Meeting in Harrison, Arkansas

            Judge Roger Logan, Jr.
         Holding an old Dog Iron

 Found on the old Baker Property
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Jenny Lund and Ben Pykles, LDS Church Representatives

                          Visiting with Don Baker

   Mary Evans, Will Bagley and Cheri Baker Walker

 MMMD Members and Family Wearing Period Costumes



6

Many people sent letters to Sharon Knowlton, Project Leader with the Bureau of Land
Management, to voice opposition to the TransWest power lines coming through Mountain
Meadows. The following are two of the letters reprinted with permission:

TO: SHARON KNOWLTON,  PROJECT LEAD
RE: TRANSWEST EXPRESS POWER LINE PROJECT
FROM: FANT G. FANCHER, JR.

The following comments are in reference to Transwest Express Power Line Project’s so-called
“preferred route” through southern Utah as it affects the Mountain Meadows Massacre Historical Site
and the as-yet unfinished investigation of surrounding lands.

In 1857, this area was the location of the original “9/11” terror attack upon innocent and unsuspecting
citizens of our nation.  The impact of that attack and massacre does not approach the enormity of the
second “9/11”, but its impact upon surviving kin and relatives of those massacred that day is and was
just the same as that experienced in New York City.  I cannot imagine the United States government
licensing a power line project across the grounds of that monument being constructed there.
Mountain Meadows is just as sacred to us, the direct  surviving kin and collateral kin, as is that
monument in New York City to surviving kin and the nation as a whole.

The area is pristine now and largely undisturbed.   Investigation and research, although the site is not
being recognized as an important part of our history, is ongoing and new discoveries are revealing
scattered gravesites and information which will help us understand what really happened that sad day
in 1857.    This entire area should be declared as unavailable for commercial use or development of
any nature except under very controlled and justified circumstances and the entire region must be
thoroughly explored and examined for additional gravesites and/or other historical evidence.

We descendants fought the Sigurd-Red Butte routing for all the same reasons as above.   To us, this
area is our cemetery, created in 1857 by the murderous acts of a band of Mormons, for whatever
their reasons were.   It will always remain the “First 9/11” massacre site, the resting places of our
kinfolk.

While I support energy development and its necessary distribution network, I do not support the use
of Mountain Meadows being made available for this or any other such development.  Commercial
interests behind this project don’t want to expend more capital than they have to, but you may be sure
they are well-funded.   They should not be allowed to violate this area, which is sacred to
descendants of those killed at Mountain Meadows.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments, respectively submitted herewith.

FANT G. FANCHER, Jr.
Attorney-at-Law
MS Bar #5126

--Just FYI—This is being submitted by me, my two children, and my sister, 4 comments—

8-12-13

                      …………………..……………………………
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Dear Ms. Knowlton:

I would like to strongly add my name to the list of people who are objecting to the Trans West power

line going near the Mountain Meadows Massacre site in Southern Utah.  I am a Film Production

Professor and with a faculty research grant from the University of Utah, I produced a feature

documentary film on the massacre beginning in 1998 and completed in 2004.  The film won 11

awards and was seen at over 100 film festivals, colloquiums, seminars, and theater showings.  During

the making of the film I worked with the various descendant groups of the Arkansas victims, the

descendants of the perpetrators, along with the LDS Church.  Descendants have told me that the film

was vital in obtaining a National Historic Landmark designation in 2011.

Historically and culturally, I believe that this location is special place, which deserves and should be

granted immunity from utility power lines and commercial exploitation.  Placing power lines at this site

would be like erecting power lines over the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial in

Washington DC.  You may consider this an exaggeration, but I assure you, to the descendants of the

Mountain Meadows Massacre, it is not.  In the words of the Past President of the LDS Church,

Gordon B. Hinckley at the 1999 Monument Dedication, “This is a holy place.”

Therefore, I strongly urge you to reconsider the laying of the Trans West power lines anywhere near

this hallowed site.

I am including a copy of my award-winning DVD, “Burying the Past-Legacy of the Mountain Meadows

Massacre” to give you some much needed background information on the history of this site, free of

charge, because I feel so strongly about this issue.  If you have any further questions, please do not

hesitate to call me at 801 554 8640.

Best Regards,

Brian Patrick, Professor

University of Utah

Producer/Director-“Burying the Past-Legacy of the Mountain Meadows Massacre”
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 Monument for the Men and Boys Massacred at Mountain Meadows

 National Historic Landmark Plaque
                             at
                     Dan Sill Hill
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Membership Application
This application is available online at our website:
http://mtnmeadowsmassacredescendants.com/mmmd-organization/mmmd-membership
 or you can send this application to
Cheri Baker Walker at P.O. Box 1704, Amarillo, TX  79105.

Please type or print clearly and send with your annual dues.
2014  MEMBERSHIP DUES - $25.00 (Dues expire 12-31-14)

Name:_______________________________________ Today’s Date:___________

Address: _____________________________________ Street number & Street

___________________________(city)  _______(state) ______________ (zip code)

Phone (home) _____-_______-_______  (cell) _____-_______-________

Email: __________________________@______________________________

Connection to wagon train:
Direct Descendant or Collateral Descendant (circle 1 if known)

Name of known ancestor:____________________________________________

     Gate Surrounding the Main Monument Honoring Those Killed in the
                           Mountain Meadows Massacre of 1857
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